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TAX AGREEMENT WITH THE UNITED STATES. On October 
25 an agreement was signed in Washington between Dr. Kan 
Gruber, Austrian Ambassador to the United States, and John 
Foster Dulles, United States Secretary of State, for the 
purpose of preventing double taxation in income tax. The 
agreement requires the ratification of the national legis- 
lative bodies of both countries. 
AUSTRIA AND THE EUROPEAN COAL AND STEEL 
COMMUNITY. Following her declared policy in support of 
Furopean integration - especially in the economic field - 
Austria has now announced her readiness to join the Furo- 
pean Coal and Steel Community. According to a recent 
statement by the Foreign Minister, the specific properties 
f the Austrian economy viewed against the background of 
general economic trends in Europe make such a development 
not only desirable but also capable of implementation in the 
very near future. 
FINANCE MINISTER ON 1957 BUDGET. Finance 
Minister Kamitz recently reported to Parliament on the 1957 
budget. He began his remarks by pointing out that there had 
been a decline in the rate of increase of the national product 
as the result of utilization of productive capacity and labor 
reserves. The rate in question dropped from 10 per cent in 
1955 to approximately 5 per cent in 1956. In 1957 it is not 
expected to be any higher and will, in all probability, be 
lower than during the current year. It therefore follows that 
the rate of increase in public revenues is also declining, 
having amounted to 3 billion schillings in the period from 
1954 to 1955 and will presumably amount to about 1.9 billion 
schillings in the period from 1955 to 1956 (the Austrian 
schilling is currently quoted at 25 to the dollar - Ed.). In 
1957, it will probably be lower rather than higher than the 
last-mentioned figure. 
Deficit in Trade Balance Eliminated 

Citing figures in the monthly reports of the International 
Currency Fund, the Minister declared that a comparison of 
living costs in a number of countries -- with 1952 taken as a 
base year, equivalent to 100 -- shows that from June to July, 
1956, the cost of living in Turkey was 141, in Fngland and 
Spain 115, in Italy and Norway 113, in Denmark 111, in 
Sweden 110 and in the Netherlands 109, whereas in Austria 
they were 106. Only Belgium, Western Germany, the United 
States, Switzerland and France regestered lesser price 
increases than Austria. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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OFFICIAL AUSTRIAN COMMUNICATION RECEIVED BY 
SOVIET GOVERNMENT AND UNITED NATIONS. Following 
the developments in Hungary, the Austrian Cabinet met in 
special session under the chairmanship of Chancellor 
Julius Raab on October 28 and resolved to address an 
appeal to the Government of the Soviet Union. In its official 
communication, the Austrian Federal Government expressed 
deep concern over the bloody events and heavy losses of 
the preceding five days in adjoining Hungary. The note said 
that the Austrian Government was appealing to the Govern- 
ment of the U.S.S.R. for their cooperation in ending the 
fighting and bloodshed. Recalling her own freedom and 
independence based on neutrality, the Austrian Government 
was interceding for a normalization of conditions in Hungary 
so that freedom, a humen right, could be restored, thereby 
strengthening and securing peace in Europe. 

Following instructions issued by the Foreign Ministry, 
this appeal was forwarded in writing to UN Secretary- 
General Dag Hammarskjold by the head of the Austrian UN 
Delegation, Ambassador Franz Matsch. 


FOREIGN MINISTER SUPPORTING AUSTRIAN RED CROSS 
APPEAL. The Austrian Red Cross had offered its services 
in helping to relieve the sufferings of the Hungarian people 
and the Intemational Red Cross has instructed the Austrian 
organization to carry out the necessary supporting program. 
Foreign Minister Leopold Figl has made the following 
statement in connection with this Red Cross work: ‘‘We are 
horrified by the bloody struggles in our neighbor country 
and the resulting sufferings are a source of sorrow to us. 
Humane considerations oblige us to lend aid and to relieve 
suffering to the best of our ability. 

‘Tt have noted with satisfaction that Austrian relief 
organizations, such as the Red Cross, are organizing 
collections, the proceeds of which are to be used for the 
benefit of the needy. 

‘Austria considers it to be a humane duty to support 
the efforts of charitable organizations in this matter.’’ 
MINISTER OF INTERIOR URGES AID FOR REFUGEES. 
Minister of the Interior Oskar Helmer has addressed the 
following appeal to the Austrian people: ‘‘Our neighbor 


Hungary has been the victim of serious internal upheavals. 
Refugees are reaching the Austrian border and seeking 
asylum. True to her democratic traditions, the Republic of 
Austria will grant full asylum to such refugees, regardless 
of the reason for their flight. 

‘In addition to granting asylum, 


it is our humanitarian 
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duty to help these refugees, to ease their misery, to clothe 
them, to provide them with food and to provide medical 
assistance for the sick and wounded. 

As the competent Minister in the refugee question, I 
make the following urgent appeal to the Austrian people, 
and particularly to the people living along the border. 
Help the Demonstrate that solidarity with the 


afflicted and the oppressed so often shown in the past. 


refugees! 


Finance Minister's Report(Cont’d f. page 1) 

Austria shows a substantially smaller increase if the 
real cost-of-living index is considered, instead of the retail- 
price index which, in the statistics referred to, is taken as 
an index of living costs. It therefore follows that, in the 
framework of general world economic trends, price increases 
in Austria were relatively less extensive than in larger and 
more prosperous countries and that, as demonstrated by the 
example of other countries, price movements of this kind can 
be held within even narrowerlimits. It is a definite fact, 
however, that budgetary and credit policy measures during 
1956 were responsible for eliminating the deficit in the 
balance of payments during 1956 and that Austria has again 
become a creditor nation in the Furopean Payments Union 
(EPU), 
5.3 million dollars as of September 30, 1956. 


her credit balance in that organization having been 


Minister Kamitz emphasized that in this connection 
sight should never be lost of the fact that generous assis- 
tance has been made available for reconstruction pumoses 
by various countries, especially the United States. 

otal Expenditures: 31,212 Million ~onstangs 
Government’s proposal for the regular 1957 budget 
hows the following totals 

31,212 million schillings 

30,352 million schillings 
ion schillings. 
provides for 


isbursements of 


leavil i deficit of 860 mill 


Disbursements of 712 million schillings 
that there is a total budgetary deficit of 1,572 million 
hilli 

Claims for budgetary disbursements which cannot be 


lled are, for the first time, being included in a so-called 
tingency budget. The budget in question provides for 
f 1,947,676,000 schillings. 

Additional Encumbrances for the Coming Year 

in drawing up the budget draft for 1957 


expenditure level ( 


The difficulties 


are readily understandable when it is realized that the 
additional expenditures under the 1957 budget draft, as 
ympared with that of 1956, amount to more than 2.8 billion 


hillings merely in respect of existing legal obligations 
The additional 
amount involved is represented hy the items shown in Table 


yn top of this page 


ind already earmarked additional income. 


Decrease in Wage and Income Tax 
With respect to a reduction in the tax load ofemployees, 
the Minister announced that the decrease in the tax on 
wages and income will take effect as of January 1, 1958. 
The legal prerequisites for providing the necessary backing 
for this measure have already been submitted to Parliament 











Page 2 p 
Millions of r 
Schillings 
1, Federal employee remuneration law of 1956: 900 
2. Child and family allotments, i.e., supplements 
for families with more than one child, assistance 
for independent couples having their first child, 
obstetrical care: 400 
3. The milk-price subsidy (raised from 20 to 50 
groschen per liter): 360 
4. War Victim Welfare Law: 40 
5. Electricity Development Law: 76 
6. Federal Highways (Surplus revenue as Federal 
supplement to Petroleum Tax): 390 
7. Housing development contribution of the Federal 
Housing and Settlement Fund (Surplus revenue in 
housing construction contributions) 50 
8. Children’s Assistance Fund, transfer of surplus 
to the Family Assistance Fund: 234 
9. Laender Fund: 70 
10. Additional requirements arising out of personnel 
expenditures: __356 
2,876 
in the form of a Government draft law. It may be assumed 
) 


that the necessary funds will be available as of January 1, 
1958. It is planned to lower the tax rates of medium and ' 
lower income groups, in particular, and to eliminate existing 
hardships in taxes on households. To date, the Austrian 
Government’s experience with its tax measures has heer 
successful both with respect to the general economy - 
having promoted the general development of production and 
export-- and to consumer interests ~- as a result of increased 
real income and arise in sales. The said measures therefore 
provide encouragement for continuing the same course. 

In his concluding remarks, the Minister of Finance 
declared that the foregoing draft budget, in connection with 
the Federal Finance Law for 1957, would provide evidence 
both at home and abroad that the Austrian people are de- 
termined to continue adhering to the principles of monetary 
stability the application of which has resulted in such 
evident success during recent years. 


FOOD, DRUGS AND PLASMA CONTRIBUTED FOR 
HUNGARY. Since the beginning of the current struggles in 
Hungary, an aid program subscribed to by the entire Austrian 
nation has gotten underway. Various places along th: 
Austrian-Hungarian border have become stations for trans- 
ferring drugs, plasma, food, articles of clothing and many 
other items. The unusually large number of appeals 
donations made hy the most varied organizations, associ 
tions and societies proved to have met with a genuine 
response. Everyone wanted to do his part in easing the 
enormous hardships which have befallen the Hungarian 
people. According to Austrian press reports, many persons 
simply emptied out their wallets and pocketbooks for the | 
Red Cross representative. 

In addition to drugs and gasoline, the Austrian Trade 
Union Federation also had food for children brought to the 
Hungarian border. It is reported from Salzburg that the 


———— ee 





| 
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Socialist trade union members and the Chamber of Labor 
of that city made contributions of large amounts. The central 
office of the Railroaders’ Trade Union issued an appeal for 
the immediate drawing up of lists to facilitate the collection 
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Medical Supplies for Hungary 


of donations on the following pay day. The Trade Union of 
Metal and Mine Workers contributed $2,000 to the Trade 
Union Federation’s Hungarian relief program. Appeals for 
aid to the suffering Hungarian people were also issued by 
the Austrian People’s party, the Austrian Economic League, 
Catholic welfare organization, Caritas, and the Austrian 
bishops. The Austrian Farmers’ League and the Chambers of 
Agriculture also called on Austrian farmers to do their part 
by contributing articles and money to the Red Cross units. 
Farm youth was asked to help in the collection work. 

Several physicians made available surplus drugs and 
bandaging material for use in taking care of persons wounded 
in the fighting in Hungary. To accelerate the forwarding of 
such materials, the Chamber of Physicians called on all of 
its members to turn over all spare articles of this type 
directly to the Red Cross units. The Austrian Chamber of 
Physicians as well as its Vienna Chapter have contributed 
considerable sums for the purpose of purchasing additional 
drugs and bandages to take care of the wounded. 

According to the Welz Gallery in Salzburg, artist Oskar 
Kokoschka donated about $1,000 to the Hungarian aid fund. 
The Association of Austrian Banks and Bankers also made a 
large contribution. 

Dr. Hans Lauda, President of the Austrian Industrialists’ 
Association addressed an appeal to the members of that 
Organization declaring thatit was self-evident that Austria’s 
businessmen would contribute to the program of Hungarian 
aid and asking them to make their donations of money and 
articles directly to the Red Cross, speedily and generously. 
The Association opened its collection with a donation of 
$25,000. 

Within a few hours after the first appeals had been made, 
donations of money totalling about $10,000 began to flow 


into the central and district secretariats of the Socialist 
party in Vienna. Also donated were large amounts of clothing, 
shoes and underclothing, which were transported to the 
border in large trucks. Up to October 29, approximately 
$20,000 dollars had been collected by the Socialist party, 
of which $14,000 was used for the purchase of dmigs and 
$4,000 given to the ‘‘Volkshilfe’’ (People’s Aid) for pur- 
chasing food. 


SPECIAL MEASURES INSURED FLOW OF SUPPLIES TO 
HUNGARY. In order to ensure the uninterrupted transportation 
of drugs and other aid supplies to Hungary, travel from 
Austria in the direction of Hungary was subjected to certain 
restrictions: for the duration of the aid program, it 
limited to all persons residing or working in the blocked 
area, vehicles on official business, vehicles qualifying as 
ambulances, diplomatic personnel, with valid 
documents for travel in Hungary, representatives of the press 
and foreigners with a valid passport and appropriate press 
cards. 


was 


persons 


The Austrian Government specifically pointed out that 
the provisions in question represented no limitation 
ever on the granting of political asylum in Austria. 


FIGL VOICES SATISFACTION AT CHOICE OF VIENNA AS 
ATOMIC HQ. Commenting on the selection of Vienna as the 
headquarters of the International Atomic Fnergy Agency, 
Austrian Foreign Minister Leopold Fig] that the 
resolution of the conference on the statute of the Agency 
was welcomed with genuine pleasure by the Austrian Govern- 
ment and the Austrian people. 

Minister Figl declared that the final decision on the 
matter, expected to be reached at the general conference to 
be held early next summer, is of great importance to Austria, 
since it is a symbol of confidence in a country’s people and 
stability for such an important agency to make its head 
quarters there. This confidence is all the more noteworthy 
considering the fact that until recently the front linesofthe 
cold war ran through the country. 


SETTLEMENT DELIVERIES TO RUSSIA. Meeting in the 
Federal Chancellery recently 
Chancellor Juiius Raab the Austrian Committee on Settlement 
Deliveries approved a total of $425,401.49 dollars’ worth of 
orders for goods to be delivered to the Soviet Union during 
the second year of shipments as provided by the State 
Treaty. The orders in question relate to rolling-mill instal- 


what- 


stated 


under the chairmanship of 


lations, paper and wood processing machinery and also 
measuring instruments. Inclusive of the ahove-mentioned 
amount, orders totalling a value of $25,900,016.38 have 


already been placed for the second year of deliveries and of 
approximately $350,000 for the third year. 

SOCIAL SECURITY BENEFITS ENJOYED BY TWO THIRDS 
OF AUSTRIAN POPULATION. In a recent survey of the 
activities of his Ministry, the Minister of Social Welfare, 
Anton Proksch, declared that about two out of three Aus 
trians are now receiving social security Caring 
for the victims of two world wars has biggest 
single item on his agenda: no less than 455,000 Austrians 
(total population: about 7 million) have claimed pensions 
under this heading alone. 


benefits. 
heen the 
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CAPITAL FUND CONTRIBUTED ON POPULAR BASIS country. According to a poll conducted by the Netherlands 7 
URGED BY AUSTRIAN ICC COMMITTEE. The Austrian Office of Foreign Students Relations among American I 


National Committee ofthe International Chamber of Commerce 
has submitted a motion to ICC Headquarters in Paris 
suggesting that a capital fund contributed by consumers and 
labor be discussed by the ICC. 

The Committee points out that the large-scale partici- 
pation by consumers in investment activities would promote 
the formation of a new type of privately financed capital 
which, in volume, might even exceed the funds normally 
accumulated in savings. Consumer and labor participation 
in the formation of such a capital fund would enormously 
increase investment possibilities, the Committee emphasized 
adding that at the same time the absorption of savings in 
this kind of a project would reduce the current demand for 
consumer goods and consequently curb the inflationary 
tendencies which today prevail in many countries. 


5.59 BILLION SCHILLINGS ($225 MILLION) IN SAVINGS 
ACCOUNTS. According to data of Austrian savings banks, 
there is at the present time a total of 1,375,000 holders of 
savings-account books and 154,000 holders of savings 
clearing accounts. As of the end of September 1956, total 
deposits amounted to 8.45 billion schillings, 5.59 billion 
representing savings deposits (the Austrian schilling is 
currently quoted at approximately 25 to the dollar - Ed.). 
The average per capita savings forthe entire nation amounted 
to 1,762 schillings, 776 of which were accounted for by 
deposits in savings banks. 

A breakdown of the credit and loan activities of the 
savings banks shows that a total of 4.1 billion schillings 
was outstanding at the mid-point of 1956. Outstanding loans 
as of that time amounted to 1,067 million schillings for 
housing construction, 1,139 million for business and in 
dustry, 290 million for agriculture, 531 million for other 
branches of industry and privately-owned companies, 481 
million for public borrowers and 583 million for trade and 
transportation. 


TOURIST TRAFFIC THE THIRD BIGGEST AUSTRIAN 
SOURCE OF FOREIGN CURRENCY. After timber and 
steel, Austria’s thriving tourist traffic is the country’s 
biggest single source of foreign currency. In 1955, total 
earnings amounted to some 80 million dollars. Judging by 
the returns of the first 7 months of the current year, this will 
be exceeded by a wide margin in 1956. 

Hotel registration has jumped from 8.9 million over 
night accomodations filled in 1954 (foreign tourists only) 
to 11.5 million in 1955, and 7.1 million in the first 7 months 
of 1956. The mounting volume of transatlantic travel accounts 
for a substantial share of the total increase. If the present 
trend continues, 1.5 million Americans should cross the 
Atlantic in 1960 (500,000 made the trip in 1955). In the same 
period, inter-European tourist travel is expected to increase 
from 38 to 48 million tourists. Austria claims her full share 
of the steadily rising tide of holiday makers. A recent 
survey published by the ‘‘New York Times’’ revealed that 
Americans, especially, give Austria top marks as a tourist 


students preparing to embark on their retum trip from yf 
Europe, Austria rates second (after Switzerland) as far as ef 
natural attractions are concerned. The two countries with | 
98 and 93 percentage points respectively, are far ahead of vi 
the remaining 6 included in the poll (Belgium 54, England 4 
72, France 66, Germany 72, Italy 72 and Holland 71). Austria th 
is again second (after Holland) with regard to ‘‘likability of 
people.’’ The attractions of Austria’s man-made monuments tT 
tie for third place with those of Holland (after Italy and te 
France), and as far as ‘‘travel value per dollar’ is con- ] 
cerned, Austria ties Switzerland for second place (after 
Holland). t 
VIENNA TO INVEST IN ITS BUS AND TRANSIT SYSTEM. 1 
In a recent report on the investment program for Vienna's 
municipal enterprises, Richard Nathschlaeger, City Coun- 
cillor in Charge of Municipal Enterprises announced that 
loans are to be raised in the amount of 2. 2billion schillinegs 
for this purpose over a five-year period (The Austria: 
schilling is currently quoted at 25 to the U.S. dollar - Ed.) 
These loans are to be floated domestically and abroad, : 
negotiations are still going on in connection with the details | - 
of the program. Of the above-named amount, 1,380 millior 
will go to transportation facilities, 690 million to electricity 
plants and 130 million to the gas works. 


PRODUCTION OF IRON ORE INCREASED. Except in the /  \ 
fields of iron ore, lead-zinc ore, crude kaolin and magnesite [ 
the Austrian mining industry registered a drop in productior 
during the first six months of 1956 as compared with the /| 
first half of the previous year. The main reason for the 
decrease was the period of cold during the winter months. 
During February, in particular, output was extremely low in | 
all sections of the industry. 

However, during the first half of 1956, 1,514,000 tons 
of iror ore were produced, as against 1,375,000 tons in the 
comparable period of 1955,the increase amounting to approxi- 
mately 10 per cent. The highest production figure was that | 
of June -- 294,300 tons. In the case of lead-zinc ore, the 








comparable figures were approximately 90,000 tons as 
against 85,000 tons, and in that of crude kadlin 124,000 
tons as against 114,400. 

The following declines in production took place: copper 
ore fell from 82,600 tons in the first six months of 1955 to 
about 72,000 tons in the same period of 1956; within the 
same period of reference, antimony ore dropped from 5,20( 
to 4,500 tons, bauxite from 8,180 to 7,500 tons, graphite 
from 9,550 to 8,900 talc and tale-schist from 35,250 to 
about 30,000 tons. Feldspar production remained stable 
at about 1,200 tons. 

Crude magnesite production rose from 478,000 tons ir 
the first half of 1955 to approximately 500,000 tons during 
the corresponding period of the present year. During the 
same period, the output of sintered magnesite rose fron 
163,000 to about 190,000 tons and that of brick and sheet 
magnesite from 86,000 to some 106,000 tons. The production 
of caustic burned magnesite dropped from 45,000 to 40,000 
tons. 
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INCREASED CIGARETTE PRODUCTION. In the production 
f smokers’ articles, output of cigarettes, cigars and cigar 
ette tobacco was substantially higher during the first half 
f 1956 than during the corresponding period of the previous 
year. Only in pipe-tobacco production, which fell from 
462,417 kes. to 455,521 kes. during the same period, was 
there any decline. 

The production of cigarettes rose from 3,352 to 3,910 
million, or by about 16.6 per cent; that of cigars from 39.8 

44.3 million and that of cigarette tobacco from 90,379 to 

102,122 kgs. 

As of the end of May, the index of domestic sales of 
tobacco products was as follows (1937- 100): cigarettes 
192.1, cigars 87.6 and tobaccos for smoking 27.8. 


A NEW RAW MATERIAL FOR THE PAPER INDUSTRY 
DEVELOPED IN AUSTRIA. A new process recently deve- 
loped in Austria increases by 100 per cent the cellulose 
yield from timber. The process, involving special impreg- 
nation, makes possible the production of bleachable semi- 
cellulose from pine and deciduous trees and also from 
vear-old saplings. Tests at scientific institutes have 
proved that the new product can replace sulphite cellulose. 

A plant for the commercial production of the new raw 
material is at present under construction in Austria. Repre- 
sentatives of the paper industriesof Westem countries have 
visited this plant during the past few months to study the 
process, and commissions from China, Bulgaria and Romania 
have recently arrived seeking process licenses. 


AUSTRIAN MOTORIZED BICYCLE EXPORTS DOUBLED. 
The figures on Austrian ‘‘Mopeds’’ show that almost twice 
as many of these motor bicycles were exported in the first 
half of 1956 as compared with the same period of 1955. 
Shipments have mounted to 584 tons in weight, valued at 
30 million schillings (1.2 million dollars) as against a first 
half 1955 record of 300 tons valued at 19 million schillings. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


TELEVISION FIVE DAYS A WEEK. As of December 1, tele- 
casting in Austria is to be extended from four to five days 
a week. At the end of November, it is planned to televise a 
performance of Shaw’s ‘‘Pygmalion,’’ starring Inge Konradi 
ind Hans Jaray, from the Schoenbrunn studio. On December 
20, the Austrian and Northwest German Broadcasting Systems 
will present a joint production of Ferdinand Raimund’s 
‘“‘Der Verschwender’’ (The Spendthrift) with Josef Meinrad. 
There are also plans for presenting Fritz Hochwaelder’s 
play ‘‘Der Fluechtling’’ (The Fugitive), in a television 
adaptation prepared by the author himself. The television 
schedule of the Austrian Broadcasting System also provides 
for a number of hookups with the television networks of 
Switzerland and the German Federal Republic. For December, 
a performance of Mozart’s Requiem is scheduled from the 
Vienna State Opera and a presentation of Mozart’s ‘‘Marriage 
of Figaro’’ from Munich. The Munich telecast will take place 
on the first day of the Christmas Holidays. 








SALZBURG SEMINAR IN AMERICAN STUDIES. The ‘‘Sala 
burg Seminar in American Studies,” organized by the Students’ 
Council of Harvard University at Leopoldskron, the former 
archiepiscopal palace, has announced the following subjects 
for the program of its next session: American Foreign 
Policy (Jan. 6 to Feb. 2, 1957), Economics and Industry in 
the United States (Feb. 10 to Mar. 9, 1957), American 
Politics (Mar. 17 to April 13, 1957), Labor in America 
(June 16 toJuly 13, 1957), American Law and Legal Institu- 
tions (July 17 to Aug. 18, 1957) and Literature and Society 
in America (Aug. 25 to Sept. 21, 1957). University graduates 
and students from numerous European countries will parti- 
cipate in the sessions under the guidance of American 
professors. 


AUSTRIAN PIANISTPRIZEWINNER INGENEVA CONTEST. 
At the Twelfth International Music Contest in Geneva, in 
which 232 artists from 30 countries participated, the young 
Austrian pianist Ruslana Antonovicz, a refugee from Russia, 
was awarded the second prize by a jury withholding the 
first prize. Miss Antonovicz is a student at the Vienna 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. 


1957 BREGENZ FESTIVAL PROGRAM. The program of 
plays to be presented at the 1957 Bregenz Festival intro- 
duces a performance of Friedrich Schiller’s ‘‘Don Carlos,’’ 
with Walter Reyer in the lead and Wermer Krauss as King 
Philip. The Festival will also offer ‘“‘The Concert’’ by 
Hermann Bahr as well as the first performance of the work 
winning the drama award of the Festival’s modern play 
contest. For this year’s ‘‘Presentation on the Lake,’’ the 
choice will be Gustav Albert Lortzing’s light opera “The 
Czar and The Carpenter,” which will be produced by Adolf 
Rott, director of the Vienna Buregtheater. 


AN AUSTRIAN STUDY ORGANIZATION FOR ATOMIC 
ENERGY. Austria, having been occupied until 1955, was 
necessarily later than other countries in starting the organi- 
zational work for nuclear energy research and development. 
One of the tasks of the newly organized ‘‘Austrian Study 
Society for Atomic Energy, Inc.’’ will be to see that this 
delay does not result in any permanent backwardness in 
this most modern field of technology. 

The scientific institutes and also a number of indus- 
tries, have ofcourse, given study to the problems of atomic 
physics as they relate to their own fields of work and have 
established contact with research organizations in other 
countries. However, in Austria, as in other states, it is, 
proving necessary to establish some kind of coordination 
between these widespread efforts so that at least some 
research problems can be attacked with combined forces 
and a dissipation of efforts can thereby be avoided. It is 
also necessary to establish contact with pertinent institu- 
tions in other countries for the purpose of arranging the 
most extensive exchange of information possible and thus 
making up for the lost years. 

There are good prospects for the above-mentioned goals 
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being achieved by the new group, which was founded iast 
May. The distribution of stock in the corporation reflects 
the joint effort of interested parties. The Austrian Govern- 
ment is participating in the company capital to the extent 
of 50.48 per cent (126,000 dollars) and is bringing with it 
the collaboration of the university institutes together with 
research and experimental units of various ministries. Half 
of the shares are distributed among 59 industrial companies. 
The latter are also contributing the results of their research 
to date in specialized fields as well as their own valuable 
specialists. 

The object of the organization is to study the principles 
and the peaceful applications of atomic energy, acquisition 
of appropriate patents and the utilization thereof, exploi- 
tation of products especially isotopes, resulting from the 
organization’s work and carrying out special assignments 
in the field of atomic energy as ordered by the Government. 
It is planned that the Society’s aims should be achieved 
through collaboration of the State, the economy and science. 

An important factor in the development of productive 
activity will be the working groups now being organized in 
the following fields: 

1. Research reactor projects. 

2. Organization of research and scientific 
equipment. 

3. Biology and medicine. 

4. Security and safety measures. 

5. Power-plant reactor projects. 

6. Metallurgy. 

7. Chemistry. 

8. Industrial equipment: (a) Measuring and 
regulatory equipment; (b) Construction of 
apparatus and machinery. 

9. Physics. 

10. Fissionable material and special materials 
(geology and mining as well as preparation). 

11. Patent questions and licenses. 

12. Legal matters 

13. Training. 

14. Assigned tasks. 

15. Agriculture and forestry. 

experts in specialized fields will 
define important problems connected with the pratical app- 
lication of atomic energy and make preparations for their 
being handled by the proper institutions. 

Special training courses are to be organized at Austrian 
universities for operational personnel. For the initial training 
of scientific personnel, there are numerous opportunities at 
foreign researchcenters and powerplant reactors. Agreements 
on such training have been concluded with a number of these 
organizations. Individual experts have already been sent to 
various countries for specialized training. 

The Society will devote particular attention to the ex- 
change of experience with foreign countries and there is 
reason to hope that within a reasonable time Austria will 
be able to participate as an equal partner in such intellec- 
tual exchange activities. It is precisely in this field that 
Austria enjoys an important advantage, having in her midst 


In these groups, 


Nc 
the Central Library of the University Institute of Physics 
which is one of the best-equipped and most complete 
specialized libraries in Europe. 

In the first stage of its activity, the new organization \ 
is concentrating on its immediate goal, i.e. setting up a 
research reactor and placing it in operation. Such an in- X 
stallation would offer a maximum of opportunities to all the 
int erested parties. 




















AUSTRIA'S NATIONAL FLAG AND COAT OF ARMS h 
: 
The Austrian flag features the colors red-whitered, . 
arranged in three horizontal stripes of equal width. The ratio t 
of the flag’s width to its length is 2:3, On official occasions, t 
the Federal President and employees of the Federal Govern- c 
ment display the national flag with the coat of arms in the b 
center of the white field. All other departments display h 
the national flag without the coat of arms. t 
The Land flags of Austria’s nine Federal Laender are C 
colored as follows (all stripes of equal width; ratio of t 

overall width to overall length 2:3): } 
Vienna Red - White P 
Lower Austria Blue - Gold | c 
Upper Austria White - Red } 

Styria White - Green 

Salzburg Red - White \ 
Carinthia Yellow - Red - White t 
Tyrol White - Red , 
Vorarlberg Red - White ‘ 
Burgenland Red - Gold ' 
The coat of arms of the Austrian Republic shows a 
\ 
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The Austrian Coat of Arms 
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hovering, free eagle with a red shield on its breast, this 
shield being traversed by a white fess. The eagle itself is 
black, its beak and claws are gold and its tongue red. The 
three symbols borne by the eagle are also of gold, i.e., a 
three-merlon mural crown on its head, a sickle in its right 
claw and a hammer in its left claw. The mural crown sym- 
bolizes the bourgeoisie, the sickle the peasants and the 
hammer the workers. (The hammer and sickle were parts of 
the Austrian coat of arms long before they were used by the 
Communists as. symbols.) Hanging from the eagle’s two 
talons is a sundered chain. 

The fact that the national colors and the state coats of 
arms of numerous nations go back to the original emblems 
of reigning princes also applies to Austria, as is confirmed 
hy study of old seals and coats of arms. 

The art of European seals and coats of arms was de 
veloped to a remarkable degree in the 11th and 12th cen- 
turies. The oldest seals (from 1115 onward) of the Austrian 
reigning princes, i.e., of the Babenbergers, who were scions 
of the old Bavarian ducal House of Luitpolding, still showed 
no figure on the shields and banners of the mounted mar- 
graves and seal owners depicted. It is not until 1156, the 
year in which Austria was raised to a duchy, that we find 
an eagle on the shield. In imitation of the Roman Empire 
practice, the eagle was used as a symbol by the medieval 
kingdom and ‘‘empire.’’ The imperial princes used the same 
coat of arms as the Emperor and the Empire. This was also 
the case with the Austrian dukes, who used it as their 
official escutcheon. 

The situation just described continued until 1230. In a 
document dating from November 30 of that year, we encounter- 
in the seal and banner of the Austrian Duke Frederick II, 
‘‘The Valiant,’’ -- a fess, which was not to disappear from 
Austrian seals and coats of arms from that time on. From 
the late Middle Ages down to the present day, there has 
been speculation as to the reasons for abondoningthe old 
official escutcheon and the adoption of the new shield with 
a band. The beautiful legends which have grown up around 
this subject are still flourishing. The best known is the 
Saga according to which Duke Leopold V (‘‘The Virtuous’’) 
fought so valiantly at the siege of Acco (near Haifa, Israel) 
-- during Barbarossa’s cmsade in the Holy Land from 
1190-1191 -- that his white tabard was colored completely 
red from blood, except for a white strip protected by his 
sword band. As a reward, Emperor Henry VI is said to have 
awarded him a new coat of arms: a white fess on a red field. 
However, attractive as thislegendis, it is not true, As a 
matter of fact it makes its first appearance in a chronicle 
dating from the end of the 14th century, i.e., approximately 


200 years after the alleged episode in the Holy Land. But 
then the coat of arms would not have made its appearance 
till nearly half a century after the event in question. 

It is therefore necessary to seek another explanation 
for Austria’s ‘‘band shield.’’ Its origin lies, rather, in the 
fact that we find a very close connection hetween a certain 
knightly family and the area of Lower Austria known as the 
‘*Horn Basin,’’ i.e., the old ‘‘Poigreich,’’ as it was known 
from the 11th century on. It is also known that the family 
in question, the Counts of Poigen (who took their name from 
the village of Poigen on the Taffa, west of Horn) as well 
as its younger branch, the Counts of Hohenburg-Wildberg 
(named for Hohenburg in the Nordgau of Bavaria and for 
Wildberg, a fortress situated abo ve Messem on the Taffa), 
had used the coat of arms under discussion. After the male 
line of this family had died out (previous to 1210), the 
Austrian Duke Leopold VI (1195-1230) laid very vigorous 
claim to the succession to the Hohenburg-Wildberg posses- 
sions and prerogatives. At the same time, he also took over 
the family’s coat of arms, a shield with a fess. At first, 
however, Leopold himself did not wear this coat of arms, 
probably because the widow of the last Wildberger’s second 
husband was still alive. However, his son Frederick II, 
‘‘the Valiant,’’ immediately adopted that escutcheon when 
he assumed power in 1230, From that time onward, the shield 
with the fess, or band, became the coat of arms of the 
Austrian Dukes — the ‘‘House of Austria’ — i.e., of the 
Duchy of Austria and the Hapsburgs. And it also became the 
heart point of the national coat of arms of Austria. 

The seals on which the coats of arms of the Babenbergs 
and of the Counts of Poigen-Hohenburg-Wildherg have come 
down to us were made of colorless wax and therefore give 
no indication of color. Consequently, we have to resort to 
narrative or illustrated sources. For example, the coat of 
arms of the Austrian dukes is pictured in the‘‘Clipearius 
Teuntonicorum,’’ the oldest heraldic poem of the Germanic 
area, written between 1244-1247 by Conrad Von Mure, 
Precentor of the Zurich Cathedral. According to this poem , 
‘‘the red shield’’ has a ‘‘shining white band’’ in the middle 
(‘Dux tuus, Austria, vult clipeum proferre rubentem/Cuius 
pars fert media zonam candore nitentem’’). At the same time, 
i.e. 1246, Duke Frederick of Austria — according to the 
account in the 14th-century Chronicle of Viktring -- com- 
pelled the Duke of Carinthia to adopt a new coat of arms 
showing the Austrian banded _ shield in its front half 
(white fesses on a red shield, still seen in the coat of 
arms of Land Carinthia). The coats of arms of Land Salz 
burg and of Land Upper Austria also show the red-white-red 
shield with fess. 
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However, the references to the red-white-red colors go 
still further back. For example, in the ‘‘Book of Princes’”’ 
written by the Vienna Burgher Jans Enenkel atthe end of the 
13th century, the dress of the knightly retinue of Duke 
Friedrich in 1232 is twice described —- presumably on the 
basis of contemporary reports — in the following manner: 
scarlet colors traversed by a white ‘‘stripe.’’ This is 
practically the same period as that in which Duke Free 
erick is found to be using the shield with fess (1230). 


Among the pictorial sources is the painting on glass in 
the Heiligenkreuz Cloister, dating from the last quarter of 
the 13th century, which shows the red-white-red shield with 
fess as the emblem of the Austrian margraves and dukes. 
Moreover, the oldest armorial extant, i.e. the heraldic roll 
of Zurich (1335-1345), shows precisely this red-white-red 
shield with fess, executed in beautiful colors. 


It may therefore be taken as certain that the national 
coat of arms of Austria and the colors redwhite-red are a 
reminder of a long-extinct family of counts, the rulers of 
‘‘Poigreich,’’ and of the Lower Austrian fortress of Wildberg 
defiantly over the Taffa. And thus the area in 
question was the birthplace and cradle not only of the 
official coat of arms of the last Babenbergers, but also of 
the coats of arms of the Duchy of Austria and of the Haps 
of Austria’’. In 1804, the red-white-red 
with fess became the Imperial Austrian shield de 
in the heart point of the Great Coat of Arms and 


rising up 


burgs’ ‘‘House 
shield 


picted 


finally, in 1919, the breastplate shown in the national 
coat of arms of the Austrian republic. 


The hNlack, one-headed eagle is found as the heraldi 


animal for the first time during the reign of Emperor Fred 


erick II (1212-1259). The first evidence of a double-heade 
eagle in the Imperial coat of arms dates from 1361. Thi 
symbolic bird, which came to Central Europe from tl 
Byzantine East was supposed to represent the hopecfo: 
reunification of the Roman Empire, which had split into ar 
eastern and a western part. Following the dissolution of th: 
‘*Holy Roman Empire of the Germanic Nation,’’ the Austriar 
Empire, in 1804, took over the black double-headed eagl: 
as its escutcheon. The Austrian Republic, established ir 
1919, took over the old Austrian eagle with redwhitere 
breastplate shield as its heraldic animal, but only as 
one-headed eagle, and added to it the symbols of th: 
bourgeois, peasant and worker classes, i.e. 
crown, the sickle and the hammer, respectively. Fron 
1934-1938, the Austrian coat of arms again featured 
double-headed eagle with redwhite-red breastplate but 
without the three above-mentioned symbols. From 1938 t 
1945, occupied by Hitler Germanyk Austria had no symbo! 
of her own sovereignty. As of May 1, 1945, the Austria: 
Republic again adopted the coat of arms of 1919 with th: 
one-headed eagle and the three symbols (mural crowr 
hammer and sickle), but adding the sundered iron chains a 
a symbol of liberation from the German occupation under 
Hitler. 
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